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Perhaps it is superfluous to speak to you about the adversity of the Polish nation that began in
September, 1939. There is no need to recall and repeat the bloody experiences, the wanderings, the
miserable life, the crucifixion of a nation which in all of its history, had never been faithless to God.

Today, a part of that nation is writhing in captivity, caught in the paws of the blood-thirsty,
communist bear; another part, driven out, taken out to forests and to forced labor camps in order to die
from cold, hunger and sicknesses; another part is scattered over the entire globe, often the husband is
here, his wife is there and only God knows where the children are — all living a miserable life that is
uncertain and borders on despair.

As proof of all of this, | am attaching excerpts from letters. This is what a young Polish woman
writes from Germany. She had lost her husband to Auschwitz and she was taken to work in an
armament factory in the German Reich. “There are still a couple thousand of us exiles here. We are
living in old barracks. It's impossible to think of bettering our situation. One only lives from day to day.
Our people look miserable, their faces are blackened, their eyes are downcast, they are unwilling and
bad. But, what is worse and makes one’s heart pain is to see these children — pale, miserable, sad and
also barefoot and dressed in rags.

And what do we live on? Breakfast is soup with groats; for lunch, some greasy potatoes and to
that is added either Lenten cabbage that was already rotten or rancid turnips. Finally, for supper each
received a piece of black bread and what was left over from lunch. One couldn’t even dream of meat,
butter, eggs or sugar. Hearts broke in pain and despair tugged at their nerves when mothers saw their
children pale, miserable, thin and frail. And there are no prospects for a better future.”

Here | have a letter from a young man in Poznan: “We spend these hopeless hours in boredom
and daydreaming. We dress very miserably, we keep piecing together every piece of clothing and
underwear and we walk in sandals. Our food consists of potatoes and cabbage with very little seasoning,
a piece of dry bread if there is any left.

One can weep over the health situation here and it is the worst among the little children who
are constantly sick with whooping cough, severe colds and sometimes tuberculosis. Our homes are not
heated and there is no medicine. Today, one just shrugs and says — ‘May God’s Will be done’.”

In this letter a villager from the area around Niepolalanowa, near Warsaw deplores the situation
in these words: “The condition of my family needs treatment, and | often fall ill, but we have no means
of help and therefore | am waiting for the pity of good people and for the mercy of God. A lot of people
are dying at a young age. This is because our people do not have the proper clothing, shoes or food. This
causes a long-lasting sickness from which the people perish like wax in the fire. Our young people worry
about this situation and they are aging prematurely.

Our people walk in sadness — there is no sign of joy on their faces, as though they saw a hammer
above them and before them, a hammer and a scythe. For food, they have cabbage without any
seasoning, potatoes and sometimes a spoonful of groats. There is very little bread but a great deal of
poverty. We live from day to day facing a death by starvation.”
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When | read such letters, my soul writhes in pain and my heart pains in sympathy, but some
secret voice comforts me crying out: “If the Lord God led the Jewish nation, with whom He had so many
problems, out of slavery, then, He not only can but He definitely will lead the Polish nation out of
slavery.”

At this moment my conscience adds: “And as long as this miracle does not happen, it is your
duty, by means of alms to save these people.”

This work of helping, this charitable work, this mission of mercy is led and set up by the Catholic
League. It reaches out its merciful hands and reaches wherever these exiles are found these Polish
wanderers and feeds the hungry, clothes the naked, treats the sick and comforts the doubting and those
who are bitter. You can also participate in this Good Samaritan work, in these works of Christ on Mercy
Sunday.

Remember the admonition of the prophet: “Whoever closes his ears to the call of the poor, will
someday himself call and no one will listen to him.” Your works of mercy will be written in the Book of
Life with the prayers and grateful tears of those to whom you showed mercy and you will receive the
reward of the mercy of God during your life, at death and on Judgment Day.
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April 20, 1952
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Among the many proofs and testimonies which speak for the divine character of the Catholic
faith and which point out the divine mission of the Catholic Church, there are undoubtedly works of
mercy and charitable institutions which embrace every unfortunate individual, regardless of race, color
or religion. Mercy flows from love, and the love of Mother Church flows from the love of the Founder a
love that is fathomless, without limits, divine and lasting eternally.

True, there can’t be any talk of salvation without faith. Faith is the gateway to temporal and
eternal happiness. The Savior Himself taught that “who does not believe will be damned.” There are no
good works, there are no virtues without faith. Faith awakens, faith inclines, faith forces a person to
have hope, to trust in the love and mercy of a fatherly Creator; the Father, the Lord and Judge of all of
humanity.

“It is impossible to please God without faith.” But also: “And now these three things exist: faith,
hope and charity. But the greatest of these is charity” therefore, neither faith, nor hope will not help us
much in gaining eternal happiness, unless we have love which shows itself in works of mercy towards
the unfortunate, the poor, the sick, the abandoned and the forgotten. “By this will all people recognize
that you are my disciples, if you have love one for another.” “We have this commandment from God
that he who loves God, would also love his brother.” “Whoever has property in this world and sees that
his brother is in need yet closes his heart away from him, how can the love of God reside in him?”

Therefore, perhaps everyone understands the need for love, which in these instances means the
need of mercy and the need of charitable actions. Without them, there can’t be any talk of salvation. No
person has the right to be called a child of God unless he is marked with the signs of the works of mercy.
No person will cross over the threshold of heaven unless he can open heaven’s gate with the golden key
of good works. The passport to heaven must be written with all the good works that benefit orphans,
widows, old people, the sick and the poor.

From here | move to today’s talk entitled:
A PIECE OF BREAD FOR A HUNGRY PERSON

| can’t overlook the straight-forward admonition of the Prophet Isaiah who so tenderly called
out to his people: “Give a piece of your bread to a hungry person and take the poor and those who are
wanderers into your home; when you see a naked person, clothe him and don’t scorn him. Then your
light will spring out like the dawn and your health will quickly happen and your justice will go before
your face.”

Among the laws which the Creator placed upon the Israelites is the following: “For | command
you to open your hand to your poor and needy brother who lives with you on earth.”
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The Psalmist sings thus: “Blessed is he who pays close attention to the needy and the poor - in
the day of evil, the Lord will rescue him.”

Finally, in order to understand the meaning, the importance, the efficacy and the duty of works
of mercy among which the duty of giving alms does not hold the last place, we do not need to reach
back to the moldy books of the Old Testament. It is enough to look at the activity of Christ Jesus, His
three years of public life are one long, unbroken chain of actions of love and mercy. The Savior taught
the love of God and neighbor. He supported his lessons on love with actions full of mercy.

This mercy of our Divine Teacher had four characteristics, four qualities. It was constant,
sympathetic, active and universal or embraced everyone without exception. The mercy of Christ was
constant, permanent and not transient.

The poor people, the sick and the sinners did not give Him even a moment of peace and rest
without the least regard for time, the weather or the hour of the day.

Mary Magdalen came in tears and full of contrition when Christ was breaking bread at table;
Nicodemus came at midnight; Mark, the evangelist relates — “that such crowds came to Him that His
apostles could not break bread with their Teacher.”

Christ never told anyone that this was not the place, or the time for you to come to Me with
your problems. Regardless of who, when or where came to the Savior, everyone always and everywhere
found a hearing, happiness and the help he needed. The crowds knew this well. That is why they
brought to Him the blind, the crippled and the lepers. They brought Him their sick, their paralyzed and
their dead believing that Christ will have mercy and will show pity to these unfortunates. And Jesus
never disappointed them. The life of our Savior is one, huge, miraculous work of pity and mercy towards
the unfortunate.

The mercy of Christ was not only constant, but it was also sympathetic; it was fully cordial. For
example, when Christ had a crowd of 5,000 before Him and His disciples were urging Him to dismiss that
crowd for there was nothing to eat, before miraculously multiplying those five small loaves of bread,
said: “I have pity on these people and | will not send them away hungry so that none of them will fall
upon the road, for they have been here with me for three days.” To this miracle He adds His feelings of
sincere pity.

Another moving, very touching picture the Savior was drawing near to the town of Nain. It was
exactly at that moment that a sad funeral procession was coming out of the city gate. On a stretcher
they were carrying out a dead person, on only son and support for his widowed mother who was loudly
lamenting and bitterly weeping over her loss. The tender heart of Christ could not bear this sight.

Therefore Jesus stood before the funeral procession and motioned for them to stop. He went up
to the grieving mother saying, “Do not weep.” Then, touching the dead body, he said, “Young man, | say
to you arise” then, he who had been dead sat up. The Savior took him by the hand and gave him to his
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mother. Then, He stood and with a smile of satisfaction watched the scene of the mother’s joy with her
son who had been torn from the hands of death.

Maybe you forgot about one other even more moving event that happened in Bethany. There
Lazarus, a friend of Jesus died. He had already been in the tomb four days when Jesus came by. When
Martha, the sister of Lazarus learned that Jesus was in the area, she ran to meet Him and throwing
herself on her knees, lamented and despaired before Christ crying, “Lord, had you been here, my
brother would not have died.” Seeing her tears, Jesus too wept bitterly.

Is there any other sentence in Scripture that shows so much pity as that very short statement by
John the Evangelist: “And Jesus wept.”? Such was the merciful heart of the merciful Christ.

The mercy of Christ was actual, living and practical because He not only says, “I feel sorry for
these people” but He reaches into the basket, takes some bread and fish, blesses it and feeds the hungry
crowd.

He is not content in just telling the widow, “Do not cry” but, He removes the reason for her tears
and gives her a reason to be joyful for He restores life to her son and to this mother, he restores her son.

The Savior also is not satisfied in just reminding the grieving Martha, “I am the resurrection and
the life.” Jesus then goes to the grave of Lazarus and gives the command: “Lazarus, come out.” Lazarus
immediately came out of the grave, and after removing the cloths that bound him, Jesus took him over
to his sisters Martha and Mary.

The mercy of Christ was ever watchful — this mercy that was so wide-spread that it covered
every suffering, every misfortune, every misery. For that reason we can call that mercy catholic mercy, a
general mercy. Our Savior looked with pity on the poor, the miserable, the very sick, the sinners and the
very weak and stretched out to all of them a merciful, helpful and comforting hand.

Jesus Christ constantly reminded the people: “Be merciful just as your Father in heaven is
merciful.” He added, “Blessed are the merciful for they will receive mercy.”

God the Creator is the Owner and Lord of the world and of all of the goods of the earth. He
reminds us of this very clearly and without any exceptions. “The earth is mine and the fullness thereof.”
That means, of everything that is found on this earth.

This Lord of everyone and everything distributes these earthly goods in a manner and measure
typical of Him which we do not understand. Some get more, others get less. Such is the Will of God, a
just Will, a wise Will. But man must remember that he is not the owner of these goods, but only the
steward, the administrator of them for a few years and God commanded that in using these gifts that
were given him, man should rescue the suffering, help the needy and share with those who need
support.
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“Therefore, | command you to open your hand to your needy and poor brother.” St. Augustine
writes: “Whatever God gave us that is more than we need, He didn’t give it to us but through us so that
we distribute it to others.”

Father Antoniewicz says, “A merciful soul is somehow marked for eternal happiness.” Alms lean
against sins; by means of alms, a person pays off for his sins, for the Holy Spirit says, “Alms and mercy
suppress the fires of passions like water puts out the fire.” There is nothing a person can do that is more
pleasing to God and more useful for himself than to help the poor in their misery and needs. “Whatever
you do to one of these, that you have done to Me,” calls Christ, encouraging us to give alms an
expression that is to be understood as including all of the works of mercy.

The first Christians not only understood this well but they understood it perfectly. We read
about them in the Apostolic Works that “Everybody who believed had everything in common.” They sold
their properties and possessions and divided everything among everyone wherever there was a need.”

Unfortunately times have changed. That first fervor of love and sympathy not only subsided, but
it has almost died out completely but people do not change. Today, just like in those past times a person
is still out brother or sister. We must have mercy on our brother, we must give him a helping hand, we
must save him. “Whatever you want others to do for you, so you do for others.” This law is written on
the heart of every person.

Just as certain great scholars made mistakes, so also in our present times certain people make
big mistakes by accusing God of injustice because He gave some people more material goods and He
gave others less. To one, Divine Providence gave an entire loaf, to another, barely a thin slice while to
others only a few crumbs. At first glance, it would seem to some that God the Creator forgot about the
poor and the feeble-minded.

Our faith explains these inequalities by informing us that God the Creator wants to bring to
salvation those who are handicapped in material matters through patience and agreeing with the Will of
God, and the others, those whom He blessed with the goods of this world, by their merciful, charitable
works. That is why Christ often strictly admonished them not to be deaf and unfeeling to the pleas of
the less fortunate.

Nothing can bribe the Just Judge; no excuses, no justifications will help if t heir witnesses,
defenders and advocates are not the poor, the widows and the orphans whom they supported and
helped. Then, instead of hearing the gentle words: “Come to Me!” they will hear the hard and sad
words; “Get away from me; for | was hungry and you didn’t feed me; | was thirsty and you didn’t quench
my thirst; | was naked and you didn’t clothe me. Whatever you didn’t do for one of these, the smallest,
you didn’t do for me.”

Almost every page of Sacred Scripture contains warnings and encouragement for man to bear
support and relief to the very poor and suffering. Among many others is the classic, verbal example of
the old Tobias:
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Lying on his death bed, almost with his last breath, he carefully reminds his son with such tender
words: “My son, be as merciful as you can. If you will possess much, then give generously; if you will
possess little then even from that little share willingly. Give alms from your possessions and don’t ever
want to turn your face away from any poor person, for then it will happen that the Lord will turn His
face away from you. Share your bread and wine with the hungry poor and use your clothes to cover the
naked.”

The Fathers of the Church understood this command perfectly and they often preached and
wrote about the need of the virtue of mercy or charity. Such, for example, was St. John Chrysostom who
called out with emphasis: “You didn’t get all of this for you to squander on luxuries and pleasures, but
for you to use it for alms.”

In another place, he encourages the person in this manner: “Give a poor man some land so that
you can take heaven; give a penny so that you can take the kingdom; give a little so that you can take
the whole; give to a poor man and you are giving to yourself; he who does not give alms does not have a
heart in heaven nor does he have trust in God.”

Do not forget that “Whatever gauge you measure with, it will be the same gauge to measure
you.” The psalmist also sings: “I did not see a just, merciful man deserted by God, nor did | see his
children begging for bread. Almsgiving does not lead to poverty, for the more you give to others, that
much more you receive from the Lord.”

We are all sinners. There is probably not even one moment in which we were faithless to God in
a greater or lesser degree. Not even one day passes, at the end of which we would not have to admit
that we have offended God in one way or another. Thus we sin often and we commit serious sin, but we
are able to erase our sins through our penance and this with severe and sharp penance.

But, where is our penance? How can we acquit ourselves of our debts, how can we justify
ourselves before God? All of us, without any exceptions need consideration, we need pity, we need the
mercy of God. And that Lord takes our measure with His Fatherly look and reminds us that there will be
no mercy at judgment time for the one who does no charity. God says to each one “I know your
incompetence, you poor thing, in making up for all of your sins, but | gave you an easy way of paying
back for all of your sins. With alms you can redeem yourself from debts, sins and all of your offenses.
Take advantage of this grace while you still have time.”

Daniel the prophet, standing before King Nebuchadnezzar, a person who was hard, vindictive
and mereciless, threatening him with a defeat and downfall, called out - “O King, redeem your sins with
almsgiving and make up for all your iniquities by having mercy on the poor then perhaps God will forgive
you your sins.”

s it possible that these words apply to everyone of us? “For almsgiving redeems us from death,
cleanses us from sin and acts so that man finds mercy and eternal life.”




